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DEDICATIOK. 



To CHARLES DARWIN*, Esq., M.A., F.R.S., etc., etc, etc. 

Sir: 

To you is dedicated this f aithful report of a humble at- 
tempt to confirm, explain, and elucidate the wonderf ul and irref raga- 
ble theory of which you are the discoverer and the promulgator. Of 
which dedication the appropriateness is manifest. What other dis- 
position of the work of your leamed kinsman would be so fitting as 
to lay it at yonr f eet, hind-thumbless although they be ? He f ollows 
you f eebly and af ar. But remember that he tells only what he knows, 
and does not attempt to soar with you to the dizzy heights of specu- 
lation, or dive with you into the depths of disbelief. Deign, sii*, to 
accept this modest tribute to the f ame of one who has done so much to 
elevate our conception of ourselves and of the great scheme of crea- 
tion; and look with the generous eye of exalted genius upon the 
honest and simple effort of a co-laborer who strives, with you, to con- 
vince the world that a Shakespeare may be but an oyster raised to the 
one-thousandth power, or even a Darwin the cube root of a ring- 
tailed monkey. 

the editor. 



Hosted by 



Googk 



Hosted by 



Googk 



HSrTRODUCTION. 



One moming in the spring of the present year I, the editor, or rather 
the reporter, of the following lecture, foimd myself in a forest of 
Western Africa. I was neither searching for the source of anything 
nor hoping to meet anybody. But, as I walked on my lonely 
way, I did soon come npon a man, much be-tattered and bronzed, who 
was plainly an Anglo-Saxon. He was bathing his f eet in a muddy 
little spring, from which a tiny rill ran out and löst itself in the leafy 
gloom. As I passed him I tumed myhead inquiringly, and he looked 
np and said, *' Yes, my name is Livingstone, und this is it. It empties 
into a duck-pond about a mile off, and that empties into a series of 
mUl-ponds, each a little larger than the other, from the last of which 
a river runs^^into Lake Nyanza. This is it; and so I thought that, as 
I am rather tired with my tramp, I would bathe my f eet. Throw 
a chip in here, and it will float past Thebes and the Pyramids into the 
Mediterranean. Just send word to Murchison, please, that Til be 
along presently. Good moming." ** Allright," I answered; **good 
moming," and continued my walk, tMnking hownice and jolly it was 
to find Livingstone making a wash-pot of the source of the Nile. 

As I went onward, musing upon the etemal fitness of things, an 
endless theme, I became aware that there were many monkeys 
around me, of various kinds, but chiefly gorillas. They were all in 
motion, not- disporting themselves or seeking f ood, but apparently 
moving forward, with one consent, in one direction. Some of them 
were leaping from tree to tree ; others ran along upon the ground. 
As I went on the numbers increased, until at last I found myseK sur- 
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6 INTEODTJCTION-. 

rounded by several liundred gorillas, many of them being the largest 
and fiercest of their species. There could not have been more if Mr. 
Du Chaillu had been present. Detennined to see what was the 
occasion of this movement, I foUowed Ms example and joined the 
crowd. After walking for about an hour, the throng increasing at 
every step, we finally came upon an open place in the forest, and 
there we f ound a mass-meeting of monkcys. Some were seated upon 
the ground ; others were perched upon the branches of the surround- 
ing trees ; and all seemed animated and expectant. There was a great 
chattering, which, in the confusion, I did not at first quite under- 
stand; although, having read Mr. Du Chaillu's books in a docile 
mood, I was familiar with the monkey language, and particularly 
with the gorilla dialect. But I soon made out the words "Fall of 
man," *4nterestingsubject," **lecture," *' Darwin," **tlie leamedUm 
Bugg Hee." I inferred at once that there was to be a lecture on 
the monkey rersion of the Darwinian theory ; and of course do- 
-cided to wait, and bathe myfeet also in the sources of the Nile. After 
the ladies had been escorted to front places (for, as Mr. Du Chaillu 
has told US, the gorillas are very attentive to their females), there was 
silence ; and the lecturer, a large and solemn male gorilla, somewhat 
past middle age, mounted a stump, and delivered himself as f ollows. 
I have done nothing more than translate his lecture from Gorillese into 
a civilized form of thought and into the English idiom. 

i will only call attention to the reserve and decorum of the goriUa 
lecture. Kotwithstanding the nature of his subject, and the example 
of his illustrious predecessor and kinsman, he has made his amorous 
scenes f ew, and has treated them with great delicacy, and, unlike the 
former, has not made it necessary to cloak any part of his lecture in 
the obscurity of a leamed language : — a doubtful expedient in these 
days — ^these practical days — ^when so many young women leam noth- 
ing of house-keeping but much of Latin. 
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LEOTURE. 




My Mairy Hea/rers : 

Many parts of tlie world, less liappy than the -wilds of our beloved 
Afrlca, are inhabited by a feeble, smooth-skinned creature called 
Man. This unliappy animal is mucli vexed with creeds and theories 
and notions ; and tlie one of these wMcli bas been longest and most 
deeply rooted in Ms mind is, tbat be is a fallen being. For bundreds 
of years, for tbonsands, be bas believed tbat bis f oref atbers lived in a 
Golden Age, compared witb wbicb tbat in wbicb be now toils and 
worries is an age of stone or iron ; and be seems to bave bad a mel- 
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8 THE FALL OF MAK. 

ancholy pleasnre in the thonght that in that golden age his race was 
better, happier, and handsomer than it is at present. Of all his f an- 
cies, this one has the best foundation. For, O my quadnimanous 
hearers, whether gorillas, chimpanzees, ouran-ontans, or simple nn- 
distingnishedmonkeys I this feeble, helpless creatureis akin to us, and 
is in f act onr poor relation. The thought, indeed, is shocking. No 
respectable gorilla, of well-regulated mind, can contemplate it with- 
out horror. But the truth must be told sometimes ; and the time has 
come when we must confess that man, weak, bom without clothes— 
cruel, cowardly, and ungrateful man — is of our f amily ; very remotely, 
I am happy to say, a kind of ten thousandth cousin, but still a direct 
descendant of our progenitors. From the high estate of gorilla-hood 
he has descended to that of manhood ; and we are in a measure dis- 
graced by his humiliation. This is the fall of man — ^that he has de- 
scended from monkey-hood to humanity. 

The story of his descent in the scale of creation is sad and touching, 
and cannot be heard without deep emotion. What lady gorilla about 
to become a mother, or hoping that at some future day she may be 
about to become a mother — about to become a mother for the first, 
or second, or I will say even the third time. (for I cannot suppose that 
any well-regulated lady gorilla would ever be about to become a 
mothfer for the fourth time) — ^what lady gorilla, I say, in this interest- 
ing condition of mind, could contemplate without shuddering the 
probability that, instead of preaenting the gentleman gorilla of her 
affeetions with a pledge of their love that promised to have a hide 
and a bellow that would rival those of a buffalo, teeth like pebble- 
stones, a fine retreating f orehead, and, above all, that high distin- 
guishing f eature of our race, a hind-thumb that is at once a terror to 
our f oes and the most useful of all our members, she would produce 
a wrinkled, pink-bodied weakling, looking like a monkey — one of the 
smaUest and feeblest of our race — ^that had been flayed alive, and 
which, even after reaching maturity, could live only by covering itself 
with an artifidal skin, and by making machines with which to get its 
food and defend itself against its natural enemies! The idea is 
•hocking; and I beg pardon of my lady friends for the suggestion, I 
may say the bare suggestion. But the story of this fall of man 
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although sad, is interesting, and I shall proceed to tell it, counting oii 
the indulgence of my hearers ; for it is linked and twined with our 
own past history. 

The tale has been lately told by one of these very miserable crea- 
tures, wbo, in the depths of his degradation, has yet had the sense to 
discover his relationship to us, and the grace to be proud of it. Tes, 
my well-haired friends, a man-animal called the Darwin has had the 
satisf action of boasting to his f ellows of his descent from the quadru- 
mana. Not only so, he has traced it tnithf ully, step by step, to our 
shame and their glory. I shall tell you succinctly and directly what 
he spreads över a long and tedious narrative, fuU of assertions, and 
repetitions, and guesses, which he caUs inf erences. These are all need- 
less to us ; for, as he conf esses, and we boast, we comprehend at once 
by instinct what he and his poor f ellows in weakness and ignorance 
can only grasp by a long and painful process which they caU reason- 
ing, by which they are often led into absurdities attainable in no other 
way. 

As you know, the world was made for the gorilla, and when he 
appeared he was in all the glory of his present strength and beauty. 
He was the last and highest of Naturens productions, the ideal crea- 
ture of the universe. True, there were others larger and stronger — 
on land and in water — ^lions, tigers, elephants, and the like, whales, 
crocodiles, and hippopotamuses ; but these were of low caste, crea- 
tures with whom he could have no intercourse on terms of equality, 
and whom he could generally meet only as his natural enemies. For 
you must have observed that those who are below us hate us ; hate us 
enough at least to rejoice in our downfall, if not to seek our destruc- 
tion. UsuaUy, too, they devour us, and f eed their own life and 
growth by our extinction. 

But the gorilla, too, has had his vicissitudes. Indeed, we may say 
that, like man, he has had his falL Unlike man, however, he rose 
again, until he re-attained his present glorious perfection of form 
and feature. We fell, my quadrumanous friends, through the 
frailty and fickleness of the f emale sex. That charming and no less 
useful half of our race has also been its bane and itstorment for many 
centmies. To them we owe the himiiliating f act that gorillas once had 
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THE FALL OF MAN. 



tails, and that some even of our cousins are still afficted with that ridi- 
culous, although sometimes useful, appendage. I hope that none of 
those who are present, representing the be-tailed f amilies of our species, 
will take offence at what I have said. All distinctions f ounded upon 
superiority have been done away by the revolutions of late years ; and 
the last change in the fundamental law of our community, I think it 
was the fifteenth, made the smallest and longest-tailed monkey in 
Africa — ^my equal. 

But to the story of our taiL 

Long ago, so long that the years cannot be numbered upon all the 
fingers and toes of all the gorillas and monkeys in Africa, a beautif ul 
young lady gorilla was courted by several gentlemen gorillas, some in 
their earliest youth, some hearer maturity, and some at that period of 
mature middle age which I — ah have — ah had oceasion to observe is not 
"without its peculiar charms to the tender and beautif ul of her sex. 
But none of them found favör with her. She seemed averse to mar- 
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GORILLA COURTSIIIPS. 11 

riage. They went through all those performances which are at once 
tributes to beauty, and so allurements to its possessors. They danced, 
they strutted, they howled, they beat their breasts ; they ran up the 
tallest trees and jumped from the tops, landing plump before her at 
the most unexpected moments, and in the most extraordmary and in- 
describable positions. They stood on their heads and clapped the 
palms of their hands and the soles of their f eet togethér, bowling at 
the same time so enchantingly that they could be heard for miles 
around. One of them even applied the thumb of one distended hand 
to his nose, and the thumb of his other distended hand to the little 
finger of the former, and so with the thmnbs and fingers of his f eet, 
and grinned in the most bewitching manner. But ålas, she sat un- 
moved before all these demonstrations of strength, agility, and affec- 
tion. To none of them did she seriously incline. Tnie, there re- 
mained untried the f onn of mingled courtship and marriage, a seizure 
by main force and an elopement, which has been so common, and 
which is said to be not without its charms to many of her sex of all 
races, and in all climes, and which is öne of those time-honored in- 
stitutions, the abrogation of which would seem like the up-heaving of 
the foundations of society. But her size and her strength were so 
great that none of her suitors ventured upon this method of court- 
ship; for it was understood that she lacked that willingness to be 
seized which alone gives this method its charm and its success. In 
f act, she was the Brunhilda of our race, for whom there were Giin- 
thers enough, but no Siegfried. She had let it be understood that 
if any lover pressed his attentions upon her she would bind his 
hands and feet togethér, and, bending down the biggest sapling she 
could find, tie him to its top and let it spring up with him into the 
air again. And so she was not molested, and passed through the 
woods in maiden-meditation, fancy fi*ee. 

One day she sat upon the sea-shore, lonely and pensive, gazing upon 
the waters, when suddenly there appeared in the distance an enormous, 
oval head, with moon-like eyes, followed by^many roods of body and 
tail, that rose and fell like the waves of the ocean. It was the Sea- 
serpent. She looked at first with wonder, then with curiosity, at last 
with admiration, Wbat enormous grace of ujidulation I What seduo- 
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12 THE FALL OF MAN. 

tive sinuosity I What bewildering immensity of horizontal extension I 
What glistening f olds of glairy smoothness I What a piquant differ- 
ence from the rectangular jointedness, the half-upright attitudes, and 
the hairy roughness of her obtmsive suitors ! As she gazed, lier heart 
told her that she had at last found her aflSnity. But, overcome al- 
though she was, she was also coy. Smitten to her very midrifE with 
love's dart, she would not, unsought, be won, eren by the Sea-serpent. 
Kor would she be guilty of the impropriety of remaining alone with 
a member of the opposite sex, to whom she was not married, or even 
engaged, and indeed a gentleman who had not been properly intro- 
duced. She rose with maiden modesty, to walk away. But I am 
bound to say that her course did not lead her directly from the object 
which she thought it becoming to leave; rather, it must be confessed, 
in that obliqiie line before him, which gave the best opportunity 
to him of seeing her, and to her of easting glances at him, while she 
produced the impression that, if not stayed, she would very soon be 
out of sight. As she moved along the 'strand, he gazed, and was 
f asdnated, not only by her hairy figure, but by the eaptivating com- 
bination of stride, stumble, and jump, which is the received mode of 
progression of our noble race. The Sea-serpent was enchanted. The 
flame was mutual. Nevertheless, after the manner of his sex, he set 
himself to win what was his already. He went through all his mascu- 
line and serpentine perf ormances. He coUed himself up and stretched 
himself out. He lashed the sea into foam. He came on shore and tied 
himself up into true lover's knöts before her. He put his tail into his 
mouth, and rolled himself along the shore in a väst circle, the symbol 
of the etemity of his love. It seemed as if the very equator had be- 
come enamored of her charms, and, refusing any longer to belt the 
Earth, revolved within the reach of her superior attractions. Finally, 
by a super-serpentine effort, he stood straight up on the point of his 
tail, flapping his fins and hissing out his admiration with a noise like 
that of the Maélstrom. This accomplished his purpose. When she 
saw him thus reared up, and looking down with such perpendicular 
enormity of love, from an elevation of some hundred feet, the com- 
pliment was more than she could bear. The omnipotence of her chaims 
had tumed the equator to the pole; and, satisfied, she yielded. Then 
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13 



lie, descending from liis heiglit, led her to tlieir imptial bower, a 
neighboring cave, nothing loath, but yet with coy, reluctant, amorous 
delay.* 




;i^ 



The fruit of these nuptials appeared in due time. As miglit have 
been exjDected, it was a mingling of the traits of the two parents — a 
gorilla witli a tail, wMcb. appendage had now been added to one of 
our nice for tlie first time by tlie operation of tlie great prineiple of 
sexual selection. At first tlie tail was looked upon witb suspicion, 
if not aversion. The most respectable matrons of our race scotfed, 
and sniffed, and tumed up tbeir no ses at the little stranger. A gorilla 
■witb a tail I And they were rigbt ; tbe serpent had indeed entered 

* The leamed lecturer miglit here have cited, in support of the truthf uhaess of this and 
one or tvvo other passages, Mr. Darwin'8 much more impressive, as well as multitudinous, 
descriptions of what he calls "the act of courtship," in chapters xiii, aud xviii., passim, ot 
"The Descent of Man and Selection in relation to Sex." 
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our Eden. But Brunhilda was devoted to her mamed Siegfried, and 
produced at regular intervals new tailed-gorillas ; more, the demon 
of lo ve, or of curiosity, took possession of the young lady gorillas. 
They were fascinated by this hnge Adonis of the deep ; and baby 
gorillas with tails began to come with increasing freqiiency. The thing 
became the f ashion ; and what was at first the f ashion, was ere long 
confirmed by convenience. As the first of this fallen race grew to 
adolescence, he not only flourished his tail with captivating grace, 
but he used it in climbing trees ; he swam with it ; he offered it as 
bait in the water, and came to shore with a crab ör a lobster attached 
to it, which he ate himself or carried to his mother in triumph. And 
when at last, having taken to himself two wives, he hung by his tail 
to the branch of a tree, and grasping a wif e by each hind f oot, took 
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a cocoa-nnt in each hand, and broke them on the heads of the two 
ladies, doubt and derision were alike abandoned; there went up ahowl 
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of admiraiion, and he was declared to be fittest to survive in tlie strug- 
gle for existence. Af ter this he could have mamed every lady gorilla 
in Africa ; but there was no need of that. The generation of gentle- 
men gorillas with tails came rapidly to maturity, and were as rapidly- 
received into favör by the other sex. It became vulgär to have a 
lover without a tail, and lady gorillas of any pretentions to social 
distinction pref erred to remain in a state of widowhood, or even of 
vestal virginity, rather than accept a lover who was not decorated. 
This went on until at last there were no gorillas without tails, except 
a f ew old f ogies wHo took great pains to parade their tailless backs, 
stroking their sparse white whiskers, and talking of the good old 
times, when they were young, and no proper young lady gorilla would 
have looked at a sea-serpent. But they were only laughed at for 
their pains. 

A few years, however, showed the justice of their censure, and the 
sad consequences of Brunhilda's indiscretion. A principle of nor- 
mal development was then illustrated in our hapless and fallen race 
with diref ul results. The gorilla reaches maturity and full growth in 
a few years, but the Sea-serpent in, I do not know how many. It may 
be centuries. Science has not yet decided that interesting question. I 
am of the opinion that the Sea-serpent is still growing ; for each time 
that he is seen he is larger than he was at his previous appearance. Be 
this as it may, when the gorilla part of the new species which had thus 
been formed reached maturity, it of course ceased to gro w. Kot so the 
sea-serpentine appendage. That f ollowed its normal law of develop- 
ment, and kept on slowly growing. * At first this excited no apprehen- 
eions of trouble, but even a little pride. At last, however, the new 
species showed very little gorilla and a great deal of sea-serpent, until 
at last they came to be a tail with a gorilla. The tails grew, and grew, 
and grew, until they wound and undulated off into the dim distance ; 
and it seemed at last as if a gorilla might be faere; and the end of his 
tail, if it had an end, vanish through f ar-stretching perspective into in- 
finite space. The tails, too, f ollowing their natural instincts, had an 
irrepressible tendency toward the water, and while there they were so re- 

• 8ee **The Descent of Man,*» etc., chapter viii on "The Laws of Inheritance,'* and "On 
the Belation of the Period of Development,*' eto. 
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mote that they were entirely beyond the control of their owners. Lob- 
sters clawed them, sharks snapped at them, and whales took offensive 
liberties with them. On land the result was an inextricable entangle- 
ment. At times the whole community would be tiedup in one indis- 
tinguishable knöt, like the worms in a man's bait-box. It was pro- 
posed to cut off the tails with sharp flints or clam sheps; and this 
was tried; but the tail was so very large and the gorilla so very 
small in proportion, that it was the gorilla that died, while the tail 
lived, wriggled down to the shore, and swam off to sea. After two 
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or three*" experiments this plan was abandoned, as it must needs have 
been, or our race would have become extinct. Next, it was decided 
that each individual should gradually reduce the length of his tail by 
cutting it off joint by joint. But the confusion produced by the inter- 
twisting was so great that no one was quite sure of his own taU, and 
while he was sleeping, or eating, or disporting himself in as lively a 
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manner as was possible in tWs gloomy condition of things, he was liable 
to feel a joint of his tail cut off by some other individual lialf a mile 
away, or perhaps sitting next him; and this might happen two or 




three times in one day after he had himself amputated his daily joint 
so great was the confusion. I blush to reläte, too, that it destroyed 
the peace of many f amilies, and threatened to sap the morals of the 
community. To this condition, my well-haired and tailless quadni- 
manous hearers, our race was reduced by the wayward f ancy and un- 
natural longing of one female. 

In this deplorable condition of affairs, we were saved by the action 
of the same great principle of sexual selection to which we owed our 
degradation. By a female came our fall, and through a female came 
our salvation. A gorilla maiden of tender years, and whose sea-serpen- 
tine appendage was yet in its earliest stages of development, saw the 
time approaching when she would be courted and perhaps claimed 
and taken by some two-legged termination of an elongated sea- 
monster. She shrank from the prospect and shuddered at her im- 
2 
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pending fäte. She was a strong-minded f emale, and she detennined 
to free herself , and if possible her race, from tlie dreadf ul conse- 
quences of the indiscretion of her ancestress. Like that ancestress, 5he 
shunned the opposite sex, withdrew from society, and gave herself up 
to solitary wanderings. The problem which she had undertaken to 
solve was difficult ; for then not only gorillas, but all living things 
had tails. But when was female ingenuity and perseverance erer 
baffled in regard to marriage I In that matter, we of the stronger 
sex are mere puppets in the female hands. We often think we hava 
our own way, but it is chiefly by allowing us to think so that our 
weaker charmers have theirs. Chance aided her as chance so often 
does those who wait and watch with detennined purpose. 

One day, as she sat by the borders of a large lagoon, a huge pair of 
nostrils appeared on the surf ace of the waters. They wheezed and 
snorted for a f ew moments ; and then an enormous head came f orth, 
gamished with little ears and huge, stony teeth. The head was f ol- 
lowed by a still more enormous body ; but, oh joy I oh delight, and 
prospect full of hope I a body to which there was appended the small- 
est conceivable of tails; in fact, a tail which to her tail-wearied eyes 
was of inconceivable smallness. It was a hippopotamus. In her tum 
she was charmed, was won upon the instant. What happiness might 
be hoped for in a Hfé with a male creature having so gigantic a 
body and such an infinitesimally little tail ! What terminal transform- 
ation, what caudal beauty, might not be looked for in the progeny of 
such a f ather ! Her resolution was taken on the instant. That hip- 
popotamus should marry her. But the accomplishment of her de- 
sign proved to be far from easy. The hippopotamus came up out of 
the water, and she supposed that he would run directly to her. To 
her surprise, he took no notice of her, but splashed along the sedgy 
margin of the great pool, thrusting his huge snout into the mud and 
stirring up the bottom until he and the water were alike bef ouled. 
She threw herself in his way and trod the shore with dainty, mincing 
steps, her tail unduläting af ter her in gracef ul f olds. To her disgust, 
he seemed uncbnscious of her presence. He Ufted his head, indeed, 
and gave her a lazy look of indifference, but tumed immediately 
again to his loafing through the mud and water, The hippopotamus is 
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not a lively animal, not of an inquiring mind, almost without curiosity, 
and, I am grieved to say, utterly without sentiment. "Wliat was to be 
done ? She could not seize upon him and marry him out of hand ; 
or, if she could have done so» she would have been no nearer her end. 
If she had been able to seize that väst, enchanting, and exquisitely 
almost-tailless body, and cany it off with her to her bower, of what 
use to her would have been the indifferent mäss of flesh ? For strong 
minded as a female may be, and even strong bodied, the imalterable 
decrees of nature have placed a limit to the efficiency of her will, al- 
though not to that of her wiles. Our f orecasting and self-sacrificing 
ancestress might perhaps have stood guard över her male f avorite, 
keeping him well f ed and contented within her solitary seraglio ; 
but she would have been thereby no nearer to her hopes of dandling 
in her arms a new-bom and almost tailless progeny. 

She grasped the situation at a glance, and mastered it after a mo- 
menfs reflection. With the readiness of her sex in such matters, 
she instantly formed her resolution. Her female instinct taught her 
that, although ahippopotamus might be without curiosity, without po- 
liteness, and even without a disposition to gallantry, he could not be 
male and yet without sexual vanity. As he would not fall in love 
with her, she decided to make him believe that she was enamored of 
him ; and, being female, she also determinedthat, although she set out 
with the intention of captivating him and yielding to him, she would 
make him pay well for his indifference. She retreated to her former 
position, and sitting down on the bank, remained there looking at her 
victim until he waded into deep water and sank out of sight. 

The next day, whenhe came out upon his haunt, she was there again, 
and he could not but see that she watched him closely ; and when, after 
stining up the mud and treading down the sedges (a proceeding which 
she seemed to regard with the liveliest interest), he walked down into 
the depths, as he was about disappearing he turned his head, and his 
last glimpse of the upper world showed him the young lady gorilla 
gazing pensively on his vanishing form. When she saw him tum his 
head she smiled within herself ; for she saw that she had put a hook 
into his nostrils. Again and again he f ound her there, always gazing 
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quietly at Mm ; and each day he lingered longer at Ms ampMbious 
disporting. 

One day he came and she was not tliere; at least slie was not visi- 
ble ; but, concealed in a neighboring tMcket, sbe watcbed the effect 
of ber absence. The Mppopotamus arrived as usual, and looked for 
ber at ber accustomed seat. ITot seeing ber, be came f ully ont upon 
tbe sbore and gazed around. He trotted beavily about, peering in- 
quisitively from Ms little eyes. He sniffed tbe air, but tbe wind blew 
from tbe sbore, and sbe remained undiscovered. Deprived of bis au- 
dience, bis performanccs tbat day were brief and spiritless, and be 
soon sougbt tbe bottom of tbe lagoon. Tbe next day sbe was tbere, 
and be trotted directly up to ber. But sbe rose and walked sbyly 
away, keeping ber eyes sof tly bent upon bim. He approacbed quickly ; 
but at once sbe fled away at a pace tbat defied pursuit ; for sbe was 
mucb tbe nimbler. At a convenient distance, sbe paused and made eyes 
at bim. Seeing tbat be could not overtake ber, be went back into tbe 
water. Sbe retumed to ber post of observation, wben be began tbose 
perf ormances wMcb the Darwin says tbe male always göes througb to 
please and win the f emale. He bellowed and gnasbed bis teeth, be 
rolled över and över in the mud and water, in the most captivating 
manner. He went into deeper water and lasbed about in it until be 
made it boil like a pot. In vain ; sbe sat immovable, altbougb sbe con- 
tinued ber pensive gaze ; and wben be again approacbed ber sbe fled, 
and tMs time actually vamshed from Ms sight. Tbe next day both 
were tbere again, and be repeated Ms perf ormance. Again sbe was 
cbarmed, but still unyielding. In a frenzy of repressed Mppopotamic 
feeling, be approacbed ber; and, could be believe Ms little eyes? sbe 
did not flee. He wiggled bis tiny tail witb tbe rapidity of a Yankee 
clock's pendulum, aU unconscious tbat be was tbus attracting attention 
to tbe greatest, altbougb tbe least conspicuous, of bis charms. All at 
once, fired and stimulated by vanity and love, it occurred to Mm tbat 
if be could and sbould exMbit Mmself in a position and witb a move- 
ment more Hke ber own, he would be irresistible. He bad observed 
tbat she walked cMefly upon ber bind legs ; and he theref ore detér- 
mined to approacb ber walking upon Ms. He heaved Mmself up- 
ward two or three times witb diflSculty, and witbout success ; for he 
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was one of the heavy fatliers of Ms clumsy race. But at last he 
attained his end, and approaclied lier, walking in a ponderous imita- 
tion of lier own gracef ul gait. It was an awf ul and oyerpowering ex- 
ertion. The great liistorian of tlie fallen race of Darwin, one of tliem 
called Gibbon, did not bave a more trying task wben he bent Ms Mp- 
popotamic figure, and knelt before Ms beloved one, wbo was obliged 
to call her servants to help Mm up. He was paid only witb a peal of 
laugliter ; but our ponderous ancestor was rewarded by seeing on the 
f ace of Ms charmer a pensive and delighted smile. It roused Mm to an 
exertion almost incredible. Inflamed witb love, and Ms vanity 
tickled to the point of frenzy, he did what the Darwin says all lovers 
do to win their loves, he danced. Moving slowly and stiffly at first, 
he soon launched into a break-down that was a marvel to all living 
creatures. With jaws wide open, and nostrils distended, he thundered 




about the shore, flinging his foref eet into the air with frantic and gi- 
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gantic abandonment. If one of Ms hind legs stuck deep in the soft 
margin of the pool, and intemipted liis perf ormance, it was but for a 
moment ; he drew it out with a suddenness and f orce that made a re- 
port that startled all the birds within a mile, and plunged again into 
his amorous saltation. It was the most tremendous ;paB seul ever exe- 
cuted. At last he stopped, panting ; and, plumping down upon his 
knees, j oined his fore-paws in supplication. Of course our ancestress 
then yielded — so the Darwin says that no female can resist a dancing 
lover — and in due time she was rewarded by the appearance of a little 
gorilla with a tail so small as to be hardly visible. 

The event stirred our community far more than if the banthng had 
been bom without a head. The mothers of newly-bom gorillas, with 
the old-fashioned tail, undertook at first to decry the peculiar f eature 
of the new-comer. But this effort, although natural, was in vain; 
and in brief , the little tail now, like the great tail in earlier ages, be- 
came the fashion, and canied all before it. The hippopotamus, 
although, I am sorry to say, he was already married, and the f ather 
of a family, was persuaded by other lady gorillas to illustrate the 
great prindple of sexual selection. Many other hippopotamuses were 
led astray, to the great disturbance of the connubial depths of the 
lakes and rivers of that region ; and the result was that in the course 
of a generation or two the great tails had disappeared, and the story 
of thek origin came to be regarded as an old wive's f able. 

For a very considerable time — ^I will not undertake to say how many 
hundred thousand years; and in such matters a hundred thousand 
years or so is a mere trifle — gorillas had little tails : now they have 
none. It has been supposed by a predecessor of the Darwin that 
these tails were wom off by being sat down upon, and so gradually 
disappeared at once from the f ace of the earth and the back of the 
goiilla. I am not prepared to say, at this stage of the inquiry into the 
theory of development, that such an abatement of our caudal appen- 
dages was not possible. But I deal here with f acts, not with fancies ; 
and, in fact, such was not the manner of their disappearance ; for, 
indeed, the tails were so very small, and tucked themselves away so 
very closely and comf ortably wheu we sat down, that the friction nec- 
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essary to tlieir abatement was never effectually established. It hap- 
pened through another manifestation of the principle of sexual selec- 
tion, and in this wise. 

A lady gorilla — a young matron, who was generally belieyed to 
have her husband yery well in band, partly from Ms devotion to ber, 
but cbiefly tbrough her selfish indifference to him, and who found 
herself for the second time in that interesting situation which gives 
every f emale who considers herself a lady the right to insist upon the 
gratification of her slightest whim and most f anciful caprice — took a 
notion that she must eat the soft parts of a very tender young croco- 
dile. She thought that the high musky flavor of such a tit-bit would 
be of great benefit to her ; and, indeed, she threatened that if it were 
not forthcoming she would surely produce, not a gorilla, but a croco- 
dile, or, at the very least, a gorilla with scales and a long, thick 
tail. Her husband was a great iBsherman, and she sent him out to 
catch for her the much-desired dainty. He fished all day with fisher- 
man^s luck. He had many exciting nibbles, and some very promising 
bites, but no baby crocodile. The shades of night were falling fast, 
and he found that his bait was all gone. He dreaded the scene that 
would ensue upon his appearance without the object of his ladyns 
longings. What should he do ? In his desperation a bright thought 
occurred to him. There was his own tail. It was his last chance, 




Hosted by 



Googk 



24 THE FALL OF MAN. 

and the methocl was unheard of ; but the emergency was great, and he 
was willing to submit to abnost any sacrifice, even that of mutilation, 
rather than appear empty-banded before the mistress of bis affections 
and bis bousehold. He cut off bis tail, put it on bis fisb-bone book 
as if be loved it (wbicb be did), and made bis last cast, comforting 
bimself as mucb as be could witb tbe consciousness tbat, at least, be 
could come before bis longing lady, saying, **I bave d' .e wbat I 
could," and being able to sbow proof of bis words. To bis deligbt 
and surprise, it proved a very killing bait. An inf ant crocodile, tbat 
bad just tben gone out, in defiance of ber motber's commands, wbo 
bad wamed ber particularly against gorillas' tails, saw tbis one sink 
slowly down to ber, twiddling invitingly tbrougb tbe twilit water. 
Sbe tbougbt tbat sbe would eat one only tbis once, just to see bow it 
tasted, and would never do so again. Sbe sprang at it, and was in- 
stantly drawn screaming and wriggliiig out of tbe water, and tbe 
gorilla took ber bome triumpbantly to bis expectant spouse, telling 
ber of bis sacrifice. Her wbim bad cbanged ; and tbe odör tbat sbe 
bad SQ longed for filled ber witb loatbing. But tbe consciousness 
tbat tbe tbing bad cost ber busband bis tail gave it a relisb in wbat sbe 
called her beart, if not to ber palate, and sbe managed to eat a morsel. 
Tbe next day tbe remains of tbe disobedient crocodile child were 
displayed in ber cave, and sbe told to ber gossips tbe story of the 
tribute to her charms. Sbe was filled witb exultation, and they were 
stung witb envy. Sbe took airs upon berself . Sbe was a wife for 
wbom ber husband would stop at no sacrifice, not even that of the 
appendage to bis seat of honor. Tbis could not be bome. Tbe other 
ladies f elt humiliated ; and soon several of them were seized witb a 
longing like to hers for a baby crocodile, to be captured in the 
same manner. One entrapped, or caught witb any other bait, would 
not answer the purpose. Why prolong the recital? The busbands 
yielded; the bait stUl proved taking; and the pride of the ladies was 
f ed, if not their appetites. Soon it became an understood tbing that 
any gorilla who~Tvas worthy the name of busband and father would 
sacrifice bis tail to provide newly-bom crocodiles for bis wife ; and ere 
long there was not a masculine tail to be seen in the community. The 
natural consequences ensued, as tbe Darwin bas ex^^lained ; and thus, 
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hj the operation of the laws of development and of sexual selection, 
the gorilla became again a tailless animal. 

Through these vicissitudes, my esteemed quadrumanous hearei^s, 
our race has passed in consequence of the weakness and the caprice of 
that lovely and enchanting sex whose errors we are always so ready to 
forgive, iif • onsideration of their charms. [Here it was observed that 
the female gorillas bridled and cast side glances at the males, and 
chattered in low tones to each other. A f ew of the ugliest broke out 
into applause, which was quickly frowned down by the leading ma- 
trons, and laughed at by the beauties of -the younger sort.] And now 
let me wam my young female f riends against that cnrse of their sex, 
the temptation to make low marriages and to form disreputable con- 
nectiona with extravagant and wheeling strangers. There is no surer 
way to destroy their peace of mind and to ruin their prospects in lif e. 
[Here a hum of approval was heard from the matrons, at which the 
younger belles giggled, tossed their heads, and tumed up theii' noses. 
One of them, a pert minx, evidently a gorilla girl of the period, had 
the audacity to call out, "I say, old buffer, how about that hippo- 
potamus?" But the lecturer did not reply, and went on with his 
subject. ] This f ailing is not peculiar to the f emales of our noble race. 
The Darwin tells us that it is f ound in the dog f amily. But what 
might not be looked for in the habits of such low people, who go 
about continually upon all fours, without raising themselves occasion- 
ally as we do on their posterior extremities ; who have no thumbs on 
their hind f eet, and who have tails, and not only have them, but wag 
them, with delight in their possession. The Darwin says that the 
f emales of the dog f amily (he gives them a name, I am sorry to say, 
which would bring a blush to the cheek of innocence, and which 
theref ore I shrink from uttering, and so I use another term that means 
the same thing) — ^well, he tells us that the lady-dogs "are not always 
prudent in their loves, but are apt to fling themselves away on curs of 
low degree. If reared with a companion of vulgär appearance " [here 
the lecturer drew himself up, passed one hand through his hair, and 
with the other stroked his whiskers], *' there of ten springs up 
between the pair a devotion which no time can af terward subdue. 
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The passion, for sncli it really is, becomes of a more tban-romantic 
endurance." * Could there be a more effectual waming against the 
dangers of propinquity and the f olly of what simpletons call disin- 
terested affection ! 

Let me further illustrate this topic by the story of a beautiful lady- 
dog, the elegant and high-bred Kaloolah. Worthy to bear the name 
of that lovely and renowned princess, onr Kaloolah lived in a country 
far beyond the Great Waters. She was the daintiest and most delicate 
of her sex. Bom of the f amous Blakkantan tribe, her coat was of 
jetty brilliancy, soft and fine, and edged with the dark saffron börder 
which is the mark of the highest f amilies of her race, Not one white 
hair marred the jetty perfection of her exteriör, to betray the indiscre- 
tion of any of her ancestresses. Her body had the slendemess of a 
greyhonnd's, and her pretty pointed paws tapped the responsive 
gromid lightly as she ran. After she had attained nubile years she 
was sought by many males of her own race ; but her fastidiousness 
caused her to reject them all, and the care of those under whose pro- 
tection she had been placed so seconded and supported her in her 
resolution, that it seemed as if she would pass her life in the sweet 
serenity of virgin solitude. [Here some slight hissing and giggling 
was heard from the younger females, and a groan came from an 
ancient one, who was said tohave very unfavorable opinions of the 
taste of the whole male sex.] But, ålas! she was one day removed 
to a rural distriet in the hill-country where her protectors made their 
dwelling. At that place was a dog, a coarse, Tulgar creature, rude, 
shaggy, unkempt, grisly, imcouth, a kind of slave of the soil, who 
had been bought with the aeres, and who was never allowed to come 
within the house, hardly near it, but was driven to find a fitting 
uarborage in the stables and out-buildings. Yet after a period — ^will 
it be believed? — such is the influence of propinquity, the beautiful 
Kaloolah cast aside that maidenly reserve and f astidious exclusive- 
ness by which she had hitherto been distinguished, and shocked her 
protectors by f orming a mésalliance with the Beär ; for so the low 
brute was fitly called. The consequence duly appeared in the form 

* The Descent of Man. Chapter xvii 



Hosted by 



Googk 



THE BEGINNINa OF THE END. 27 

of a miserable mongrel, a grisly, gaunt, lean-bodied, huge-pawed, 
awkward creature, without either the high-bred elegance of its 
mother or the ragged strength of its f ather, a shame to both its 
parents, an offence to the household, and a living witness of the 
dreadful consequences of a practical disregard of the great principle 
of sexual selection. 

Ko other modification or development of our race has taken place, 
in the direct line, than those of which I have told you. None other 
was necessary. We at last returned to, and have since maintained, 
that perf ection of beauty in f ace and form which makes the gorilla 
the paragon of animals, and which causes the f ew specimens of our 
effete cousin, man, who venture within our haunts to come without 
their f emales, being naturally unwilling to exposé the partners of their 
beds and their bosoms to the temptation of our superior attractions. 
[Here the lecturer glanced aside at a knöt of females in his audience, 
and tried to look modest, but failed.] Even the Darwin, who boasts 
of his descent from our noble race, would shrink from such a test of 
his principle of sexual selection. We, I conf ess, are not proud, and 
should have no objection to such visitors, a generosity of f eeling 
which he himself has had the grace to acknowledge.* 

One overture was made to a f emale of our race which, if it had 
been accepted, might have resulted in a very great and striking modi- 
fication of our traits. The incident has a direct connection with the 
subject of my lecture ; for it was through this f emale, and partly in 
consequence of this affair, that our family tree divided into two great 
branches, and one of them degenerated into Man. It so happened, 
by one of those deplorable freaks of nature from which no race, how- 
ever noble, is entirely free, that a male gorilla was bom def ormed. 
In his infancy he was almost without hair, and the great thumb upon 
the hinder extremities, to which chiefly we owe our proud distinction 
of being a f our-handed race, was a puny thing, useless except for 
walking ; and, in f act, of no more value than the big toe of some of 
the inf erior animals. As he grew up, a sparse coat of soft hair did 

* See the passage in Latin in chapter i. of " The Descent of Man." 
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•appear upon his body; but the deformed thumb of course never 
developed or changed ; it only grew in proportion to his growth, and 
remained a miserable toe. Yet, will it be believed? certain of our 
yomig f emales, with the unaccountable caprice of their sex, showed a 
hankering after this young f ellow. They f ound him, in their own 
phrase ** so interesting 1 " " He was so different," they said, ** from the 
old humdrum style of gorilla gentlemen." ITiey called him elegant. 
Gorilla girls of the period, who might have commanded the derotéd 
service of individuals of the opposite sex much more worthy of their 
attention, in f act, of — of individuals of matisre age, and distinguished 
position, well-haired, and with gigantic hind thumbs — [Here the lec- 
turer was observed to rub his coat well np, and to gradually advance 
ene of his hind f eet on the stump on which he was standing] — giddy 
creatures who mighr have won the favör of such persons who abounded 
then, and who are — ^in f act — ^I may say — ^who are — sometimes — ^to be 
f ound even now, actually pref erred the society of this effeminate, this 
more than effeminate creature. And yet, in the interests of seience, 
I must tell the exact truth ; according to tradition, he was not quite a 
weakling. He was nimble and strong, but it was in a difEerent way 
from that of the other males of his race. In his singularity was his 
charm. He was also lazy, listless, and indifferent. He took no 
notice of the f airer sex, even of those who were most devoted to him, 
and most open in their admiration. He might have lived without 
lifting a finger ; for they delighted in nothing so much as in serving 
him. Making of ihe peculiarity that was the very occasion of their 
admiration an excuse f or him and for themselves, they said, *'Poor 
f ellow 1 how can he be expected to get his living with that soft coat, 
and with no hind thumbs ? " And so they ministered to him, each 
ene hoping that she might be the one whom he found essential to his 
happiness. He was often seen stretched upon the grass, or loUing 
against a tree, with half a score of these infatuated young creatures 
grouped around him, waiting upon him, bringing him cocoanuts, 
endeavoring to win from him some special acknowledgment of thank- 
lu-ness — some mark of preference. 

In vain Cu'A other males approach these besotted damsels. In vain 
did they howl, ana s;^ring from tree to tree ! In vain did they even 
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dance with an extravagance— a frenzy of strength and agUity wMch 
liad never bef ore been known in tbe annals of gorilla courtship, and 
which could be surpassed only by f ew of the many similar scenes de- 
scribed by the Darwin. It was all as nothing compared with the listless 
languor of the soft-coated, and hiad-thumbless f ellow. 

But, in like manner, vain was the devotion of these silly young crea- 
tures. No one of them found favör in his eyes. At last he sent 
sorrow and despair into their souls by telling them in secret, one by 
one, that although she was very good, and although to have cocoanuts, 
and fruit, and water brought to him by such a nice waiter-girl was 
very pleasant, and he was very much obliged, he thought it only f air, 
under the circumstances, and considering her obvious expectations, to 
say that he was not a marrying gorilla. In f act, he never could be 
fond of such roughly-haired creatures as even she-gorillas were ; and 
that, until he found one whose coat was even softer and slighter than 
his own, he should remain a bachelor. They heard his avowal in 
silent grief , each one saying in her heart that his conditions were 
cruelly difficult to comply with ; in f act, as she tumed the matter 
över in her mind — quite im-pos-si-ble. And each one silently 
resolved that she would admit the addresses of no other gentleman 
gorilla, let him dance bef ore her never so furiously ; but all her lif e 
would remain the virgin widow of her living love. Such, the Darwin 
teUs, has been the determination of the f emales of other races, dögs, 
guinea-hens, etc* 

Among this interesting — ^I must say interesting, although inf atuated 
— ^group of gorilla girls was one who took this determination more 
seriously to heart than the others did. She gave herself up to loneli- 
ness and melancholy musings. She left the delights of caves and 
woods and the companionship they bring, and wandered forth upon 
the plains, level and lonely, rockless, treeless, and dismal with sun- 
light. Her thought, day and night, was, **How can I rid myself of 



* See "The Descent of Man, etc.," chapter xlv., passim ; where, however, the reader will 
find lecorded mnltitadinons instances of ftcMeness, faithlessness, ond forgetfulneBS on the 
part of " widows ; " nnfeminine forwardness, and even of downright " seductiott" ou the part 
of matrons and eyen of xnaidens of the bird f omily. 
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this disgusting coat of coarse hair ? and if I could do so, should I 
find favör in his eyes ? " 

As she was one däy near the edge of tlie great desert, musing on her 
ever-present theme, she became gradually conscious that she was not 
alone ; then that a tall personage was in her presence ; and then that 
a great exhibition of f uss and f eathers was going on bef ore her. It 
was an ostrich, one of the largest and most distinguished of his race. 
He had seen her frequently come to this place, so iinfrequented by her 
people, and walk about it with slow and pensive air, What was 
her motive ? What could it be but one ? Was not he there ? There 
was nothing else there but the sand and the sunlight ; and yet she 
came almost" daily. He drew the same conclusion that the hippo- 
potamus did, but without equal reason or good f ortune. Under the 
circumstances, however, and misled as he was, what could he do but 
make himself agreeable to the lady, and pay some attention to her ? 
No he-creature with a spark of masculine spirit in him could do less. 
So he began to strut up and down bef ore her, and to expand his wings 
and his tail. He ran violently about. He lifted up his voice and 
squawked. He ate sand, and, burrowing in it with his huge bill and 
finding the hoof and leg-bone of a horse that had died many years 
bef ore in the desert, he brought it triumphantly, and, laying it down at 
her feet, ate it up bef ore her eyes. Could anything be more agreeable — 
any attention more flattering to the f emale heart ? What, then, must 
have becn her. gratification when after a few moments she saw him 
again eat up one just like it ? Deeming himself quite irresistible 
aftér this last performance, he fluttered direetly toward her. The 
family of man has its stories and traditions, all of which have some 
foundation in fact, but are much magnified or perverted or misunder- 
stood. This story of their ancestors they tell, transf erring the heroine 
to their own race, and making him a male swan called Jupiter, and 
her a kind of female man called Leda. According to man, the swan 
was receivcd with open arms ; but the gorilla girl fled from the ostrich. 
His intentions, I have no doubt, were strictly honorable ; while in the 
man story I regret to say the Jupiter's were not ; but they were none 
the less unwelcome to her. Mistaking her flight for the coquetry of 
her sex, he pursued ; and although love for another and consequent 
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aversion to him lent her wings, I13 had real wings, as well as long legs, 
and by the use of botli lie was galning on tlie object of Ms pursuit, 
wlien not far off sbe saw tlie object of her affections. Sbe sped toward 
him and flung lierself panting into Ms arms. He lieM her there for 
a moment, and then moved, partly by gratitude for her many services, 
and partly by the f eeling that, although he did not want her himself, 
yet, as she had thought of Mm, no one else should have her, he laid 
her lightly down, and with a elub made such a vigorous attack upon 
the ostrich that the latter soon tnmed and fled back to Ms sand, Ms 
hen, and his horsehoof s. * 

* The learned lectorer here gives but a feeble imitation of a passage, upon " the cotLrfc- 
Bhip of birds," cited in " The Descent of Man," etc., chapter xiv., of which, wldely circn- 
lated as that populär work is, I need here reproduce only the concluding part, if, indeed, 
even in the interests of science, I conld venture to give more : 

— ** elle refuse constamment ses caresses ; les avances empressées, leg a^ceries, les tour- 
noiements, les tendres roncoulements, rien ne peut lui plaire ni Temouvoir; gonflee, bou- 
deuse, blottie dans un coin de sa prison, elle n'en sort que pour boir et mänger, on pour 
repousser avec une espece de råge des caresses devemis trop pressantes." 
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"Whether tMs incident in the history of our species is to be alto- 
getlier deplored, I do not f eel competent to decide. True, the perf ec- 
tion of the gorilla form and the pnrity of its traits were preserved. 
We remained at the head of the animal creation, nnequalled in onr 
combination of beanty and strength ; but might we not by this prof- 
f erred alliance haye been eleyated ? Might we not have hoped to add 
to all our other siiperiority the beanty and the power of wings ? Might 
we not have become as the ängels — ^nay, very ängels onrselves ? Might 
not we, instead of poor, feeble, pnsillanimons man, have fumished the 
traits which were to be snblimed into the forms of archangels and 
ministering spirits? Might not we have become seraphs and our 
children cherubs ? Man has his Raphael, as he has his Darwin, whose 
imagination framed from things actual things impossible — winged 
men and pin-feathered man-children — creatures never known on 
Earth or in Heaven. But the Darwin liimself is my authority for tell- 
ing you that, if our kinswoman had yielded to her winged suitor, the 
Raphael would have only needed to paint gorilla portraits. Think of 
the change, the superiority, as well in beanty as in truthfulness, that 
would have been made in his works if f emale caprice had not pre- 
vented this application of the principle of sexual selection ? This, 
however, was not to be ; and that it was not, is one of those mysteri- 
ous dispensations at which we must wonder, but to wHch we are 
taught that we must thankf ully submit. 
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This affair, stränge to say, had a direct influence in the development 
of that singular and enfeebled variety of our species known as Man. 
Our kinswoman was more set by it than ever bef ore in her aversion to 
all other suitors, and in ber devotion to the one object of ber lo ve. 
The momentary clasp of bis arms, and bis defence of ber against 
anotber suitor not only bound ber to bim more strongly tban bef ore, 
but seems to bave developed in ber a stränge faeulty wbicb never was 
known bef ore in any of our species, and wbicb bas never appeared in 
any otber in tbe direct line. Her solitary wanderings were now more 
limited in extent tban tbey were bef ore tbis remarkable occurrence. 
Her experience of tbe desert kept ber witbin tbe line of sand wbicb she 
sometimes approacbed, but never passed again. Yet sbe continued 
to muse alone, and constantly upon tbe one tbeme, ber strong, tbick 
coat of bair, now become odious to ber, and bow it migbt be softened 
and diminisbed. Pining away in ber despair, sbe leaned one day against 
a tree, and remained tbere for a long time wrapped in sad reverie. 
Corning to berself again, sbe was about to continue ber walk, wben 
sbe found tbat sbe could not move away. Her arm, from tbe sboulder 
to tbe elbow, stuck fast to tbe tree. It was a gum-tree, and sbe had 
not seen tbat a broad stream of tbick, balf-dried gum was on that part 
of tbe tnink against wbicb she leaned. The hair on the outside of her 
arm bad been imbeddedin the gum, wbicb, drying as she leaned, held 
her fast, a prisoner. She looked about for help. None was near, not 
even tbat cold and cruel gorilla who bad told her that be could not 
love her. Nothing was lef t but to tear berself away by main strength. 
Summoning all ber f ortitude and ber f orce, she threw berself forward 
and fell upon the ground with a scream that migbt bave been heard 
af ar off, for she had tom out by the roots every hair tbat had touched 
the tree. 

For many days she suffered in her loneliness ; but her pain passed 
gradually away. But then came the depressing thought that she must 
now be more repulsive than bef ore, a mutilated creature, with a bare 
patch on one arm, from the sboulder to the elbow. At first tbis was 
"worse to bear than the pain of the injury ; but ere long she was led 
from despair to hope by a stränge way of thinking wbicb man calls 
reason, which I bave mentioned bef ore, and wbicb I am happy to say is 
3 
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unknown to gorillas ; and the consequence of which, in this case, will 
cause you all to sympathize with me in my f elicitations. The thought 
that if the object of her love longed for a female with a coat softer 
and finer and sparser than his own, he might, as she said, theref ore (but 
who of US can tell what theref ore means ?), possibly like one better yet 
who had no hairy coat at all. And she thought, too, that as she had 
deprived herself by accident of a small part of her coat, she might 
(using again the unmeaning word) therefore get rid of the whole of it 
intentionally by the same means. ** At least," she said, ** I shall be in 
no worse condition than I am now, as far as he is concemed, and what 
do I care for the others ? And if I die, there is but one gone that 
cares little to remain." She went to the tree. The gum had flowed 
again ; and in like manner, and with like pain as bef ore, she bared 
her lower arm of hair. Thus she went on, week after week, as she 
could endure the torment, and find gum-trees in their flow, until at 
last she had bared her whole body. 

During this process she kept herself more secluded than ever, lest 
by chance he to please whom she suffered should see her bef ore her 
sacrificial transformation was complete. She shuddered at the thought 
of his catching her half made up, in a sort of grand fleshly des- 
habille. Fortune f avored her, and no one saw her until her whole 
body was as smooth as the inside of her hand. Then she restrained 
her impatience, and f ed and nursed herself with a care she had not 
taken for many months, that she might regain all the litheness and the 
grace that she f elt that she had löst. Even when she thought that 
she had gained all this (but how little seemed the all !), she hesitated 
and kept shyly to herself for many days— a f oolish backwardness, of 
which I am sure no young gorilla lady bef ore me would be guilty I 
But at last, f eeling that nothing more was to be gained by delay, and 
that her fäte might as well be decided first as last, she sallied forth. 

Fortune f avored her again ; for she soon saw at a short distance the 
object of her search. At first she started to run to him ; but hardly 
had she taken a few steps when she hesitated, halted, and finally 
tumed away, overcome by a f eeling entirely new to her. She had 
been for many weeks preparing herself, through pain and care, to please 
this very male gorilla, wbpm in former days she waited on and cooed 
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to and coaxed, without a thought except of the pleasure she had and 
the pleasure she hoped for, although in vain. But now that she had 
some reason to hope that she wouldfind the favör that sheionged for, 
she shrunk within herseKand fearedto offer him that whichit was her 
only desire in lif e that he should want and take. 

With that change in her mind that made her say "therefore," there 
had come another in her soul that made her say the still stranger 
words, ** I am ashamed." And so she tumed away from him whom 
she had set out to find- But bef ore she tumed he had caught sight 
of her ; and, struck by such a stränge object as an entirely smooth- 
skinned f emale of his race, he immediately f oUowed her. She fled, 
spurred on by her stränge, conflicting apprehensions— first, lest he 
should like her, next, lest he should not. He gained uponher rapidly 
and soon came up with her, and she sank upon the ground bef ore him. 
He stood and lookedat her, and she saw that there was no recognitioii 
in his eyes ; but there was somethingelsethat repaidher for that loss — 
admiration ; and presently he and her heart began to dance together. 
He, the lazy, listless f ellow of former days, leaped and curvetted like 
a young antelope. He bounded his full height into the air, he 
roared with that enchanting roar of his, he beat his breast, he ran up 
to the top of an enormous tree, and came near killing her by flinging 
hunself down so close to her that had she not swayed lightly aside, he 
would have dashed her to pieces. But never was a f emale bef ore in so 
predous a peril ; and as he stood bef ore her, panting with exertion, she 
sidled up to him, and, laying her head upon his shoulder, and taking 
his hands, she led them lightly and tenderly över her soft, smooth 
limbs and body, that, all unknown to him, had suffered such torment for 
his delight. Af ter that, as men would say, she was his'n and he was 
her'n. This is the kind of language that they call poetical. 

She did not tell him that she was the same old girl that had made 
love to him bef ore. That secret she kept very prof oundly and deceit- 
fully hidden in her own bosom, until it was brought out by another 
incident that has a direct bearing upon our subject. She was just 
about to bring f orth the first f mit of their happiness, and he was off 
gathering the daintiest f ood that he could find for her, when she 
thoughtlessly strolled near the edge of the sandy desert, and talked 
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along it, musing to herself and wondermg if her child would be as 
handsome as its f ather, when suddenly she looked up, and there, at a 
sliort distance from her, stood the great ostrich who had bef ore per- 
secuted her with Ms attentions. He darted toward her ; and she, fleeing 
as rapidly toward her cave as her condition would pennit, was soon met 
again by the same def ender as bef ore, who this time, after a brief 
contest, slew the ostrich bef ore her eyes. The effect of this shock was 
that that night her child was bom. It was the most remarkable birth 
in the history of our race ; yet not of our race, for it was not a gorilla 
that she produced; and here began the new departure. It was a 
male child which, to look forward a few years, had not the hind 
thnmb of his mother but the toe of his f ather, and had even less and 
finer hair than he, and besides (atrait which his mother attributed to 
her critical encounter with the ostrich), he walked constantly erect, 
and with straight legs, like that large, f eathered biped. Moreover, he 
inherited from his mother those stränge thoughts, **therefore" and 
'*I am ashamed." 

Then, explaining her terror to the f ather of the child whose birth it 
had hastened, she conf essed to him, she was almost obliged to con- 
fess, that she was the poor girl who had loved him so long, and whom 
he had protected bef ore against the too ardent courtship of the same 
suitor ; he could hardly believe his ears, and his curiosity was excited 
to know the manner of her transformation. At first she ref used to tell ; 
but he asked her agam and again; and ^fter somemonths had passed 
and she had brought f orth her second child — ^this time a girl, with a 
smooth body, Hke herself, and without a hind thumb, like the f ather, 
and with the straight, ostrich- way of waUdng, in a moment of female 
triumph at this charming success of the prindple of development, and 
of the greater principle of sexual selection, she conf essed to what artifice 
she owed her hairless skin. 

He was now naturally not with her so much as during the first 
months of their imion, and his behavior toward her was more placid 
and serene. Every gorilla matron among my hearers must have had 
the same experience. Pursuit must always be more or less eager; 
possession must always be more or less quiet. And if any of my lady 
hearers have been dissatisfied or disturbed by the manifestation of this 
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inevitable and etemal truth — [Here there was a movement among the 
females, and one rose and shrieked out, "Disturbed! dissatisfiedi 
To be sure we are. You're all a set of brutes. Sea-serpents, and 
hippopotamuses, and ostriches are nothing to you ! " The males just 
tumed their heads with bland, pitying smiles, and then gave their 
attention again to the lecturer, who continued] — ^if , I say, they ha ve 
been dissatisfied or disturbed by the manifestation of this inevitable 
and etemal truth, to which the relations of male andfemale aremerely 
not an exception, they only show that they expect that the operations 
of laws of nature will be suspended for the gratification of their 
pride. During one of his absences, in the still noon of å summer's 
day, she heard a f aint seream in the distance. But, f aint as it was, it 
seemed unlike those that are sometimes heard in the forest solitudes, 
and yet like a sound she remembered to have heard bef ore, she could 
not recoUect when or where. In the course of a f ew weeks it was ex- 
plained, when one day he appeared, accompanied by another smooth- 
skinned gorilla girl, who she saw at once was one of those whose love 
he had bef ore despised, and who was now his wif e. To be brief , he 
f ound that of the ten who had devoted themselves to him, and who 
had vowed to have no other love, only three had yielded to the court- 
ship of his rivals, and the remaining six he persuaded to qualify them 
selves for his admiration, and the nuptials which they had so long 
and so eagerly coveted. They all illustrated equally well with his 
first wif e the beautiful principles of development and sexual selection, 
and soon he was surrounded with a large and growing family of 
smooth-skinned, hind-thumbless, erectly-walking children, of whom 
the males chiefly said, * ' theref ore, " and the females, * ' I am ashamed. " 
The appearance of this new family in the gorilla country caused a 
prof ound sensation throughout our species. The tradition of the sea- 
serpent alliance and its deplorable consequences were remembered and 
discussed. The conservative feeling was fully aroused. A mass- 
meeting, in the nature of a general conseil de famille, was held ; and 
it was finally decided that, to prevent confusion and the deterioration 
of the race (for what consequences might not be apprehended from 
female fancy for smooth-skianed, hind-thumbless lovers, who walked 
like ostriches I what wide-spread disaster might not ensue upon the 
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application of the principle of sexual selection under these new dr- 
cumstances i), that this new family of non-descript creatures, who, 
whatever they might be, were certainly not gorillas, sliould be driven 
from our borders. Whatever might have been the wishes of the new 
family in this regard, they (most of them being yet of tender years) 
could not resist such a determination on the part of a whole tribe, 
and they submitted. The world was bef ore them where to choose ; 
and they chose to go northward toward the borders of the great sea. 
Ere long they were seen moving in that direction, the f ather of the fam- 
ily lounging listlessly in his old way in advance, the females foUow- 
ing, carrying the provender and such of the children as were too small 
to walk. And thus began the first migration. This was the first step 
in the Fall of Man, which he, in one of those traditions of which I 
spöke, has embodied and pervertedinto a tale which he calls, andwell 
calls, '* The Expulsion from Paradise." 

One of the most ruinous steps in the descent of this new species, 
which gradually deteriorated until it became Man and produced the 
Darwin, was the living in whatthey call huts* or houses, which, as you 
all know, are a kind of smaU, movable cave, very hot and dry, and 
shut up against the air. This, men like the Darwin say, became neces- 
sary to protect them against the inclemency of the weather. There 
was no such necessity. On the contrary, it is the use of this contriv- 
ance which has made the new creature weak, unable to live naturally 
like his ancestor, the gorilla, and obliged him to go on year after 
year, and generation after generation, adding impediment to impedi- 
ment, and incumbrance to incumbrance, that he may supply artifidal 
wants which grow upon him year by year, till at last — ^the poor be- 
sotted creature I he deems that 'one of his species happiest who has 
most possessions, that is, most occasion of care and trouble. His hut 
he has at last deprivied of the only good quality it once possessed, its 
movableness (for it would be a nice thing to be able to take your cave 
aroimd with you when f ood becömes scarce, instead of being obliged 
to go after the f ood and then retum to the cave) ; and, in his self- 
delusion, he now builds it of some heavy, immovable material, and 
fills it so full of all kinds of gim-cracks that his highest praise of 
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one of these immovable cares is that it is filled with all the modem 
inconveniences ; and, to keep these in disorder, he has a rapacious mul- 
titude of his own species wliom he calls carpentsrs, and masons, and 
painters, and plumbers. These sorts of man seem to have come into 
his family through some operation of the law of sexual selection 
with the bird family ; for they are all dreaded because of their bilis ; 
and of them all, I am told the plomberas bill is at once the most 
dreadful, and the most inscrutable in its origin. 

As I have told /ou, the hut or house was not first used for protec- 
tion against cold and wet. It came in this wise. Many generations 
after the first migration a f emale of the new family was bom much 
lighter in color than the original rich black tint of the species ; and 
when she grew up, she preserved this unpleasant peculiarity. But, 
stränge to say, she was liked by one of the largest and strongest of 
her species, who took her for his third wife, and made much of her. 
She, observing that things tilrned black in the sun, took a notion that 
unless she could be protected against his rays she also would become 
black, and lose the peculiar charm to which she owed her marriage to 
so desirable a husband, and his very marked admiration and attention ; 
and yet she could not bear a cave ; it was altogether too damp and 
gloomy, and, indeed, very unbecoming to the complexion. She there- 
f ore insisted with much pouting and sulkiness, including some secret 
släps and pinches of the other wives' children, and alternate fits of 
temper and sickness that turned the family topsy-turvy (the good old 
gorilla family discipline, ladies, which permitted the use of a stick not 
larger than the husband's hind thiimb having sadly deteriorated 
among these degenerate creatures), that if her husband really loved 
her and cared anything to preserve the beauty he professed so much 
to admire, he would make something that would protect her skin 
against the sun. 

After long cogitation he produced a wonderful structure. He took 
three dry saplings, about one-half again taller than himself , and put- 
ting one end of each in the ground, about his own length apart, he 
joined their tops, and upon the outside of these he piled dried twigs 
and broad leaves, leaving an opening in the front. To this he led 
his now radiant beauty, and she took possession with great gled 
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and greater pride. At first she stayed in it all the time, night and day. 
She allowed no one else but her husband to enter. The other wives 
afEected great scom of her and her rubbish-hole, as they called it, 
which they would not go near or seem to notice ; but if their children 
came to peep in, she drove them away with blows and sticks and stones. 
It was her delight to sit just within the doorway, and nod with con- 
descendmg afEability to the other f emales who came to see the great 
curiosity ; and they came from miles around. 

Her pride, and the airs she took upon herself, set the whole female 
community agog. She was a wif e for whom the wonderf ul hut had 
been built to preserve her complexion. She held up her nose in the air, 
as if the earth and the other f emales on it were too mean for her to look 
upon. In the course of a few days the first wife began to make 
things very uncomfortable. [** Very proper of her," screamed one of 
the matrons — an exclamation which was f ollowed by a hum of ap- 
provaL] She spanked her three children, of whom she had been very 
fond, on various pretexts ; but in her heart, the boys, because they were 
boys and looked like their f ather, and the girl, because she was his 
favorite and looked like herself. She took no notice of her husband, 
but passed him in glum silence ["Served him right," screamed 
another matron] ; in this (mildly continued the lecturer) showing the 
proverbial tact and wisdom of her sex ; for the only consequence was 
that he passed more time than ever at the hut. At last, one evening, 
when he had brought her some very fine fruit, she flung it down 
imtasted, and went into a kind of convulsion. She screamed, she 
chattered, she clenched her hands, and gnashed her teeth, and flung 
herself upon the ground, kicking and tossing her arms about. At 
first he was inclined to administer to her the remedy which she had 
applied to the children ; but, as he really loved her, he was weak, and 
asked what was the matter. At first, there was no answer, only more 
screams, more kicking, more flinging of the arms about. At last, 
however, it came : " The matter ? Her complexion was the matter I " 
(She was as black as a crocodile'sback.) **How could he expect her 
not to have fits, unprotected as she was from the sun ? But what did 
Jier complexion matter ? What did he care about that ? Why did he 
not go to his other wife ? She could have a hut buUt for her, where 
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she could sit and sneer at every one else." The consequence, ladies, 
you all know. She also had her hut, in the door of which she sat 
with her nose in the air. And of this the consequence was that the 
second wif e's complexion also needed protection ; and soon she too had 
her hut, and sat with her nose in the air. Whereupon there was great 
commotion in the whole community. Was it to be endured that that 
f ellow's wives should sit in huts and sniff ? Would a husband of any 
spirit, not to say a husband who cared anything for his wives, endure 
that ? There was an outbreak of complexion f ever among all the 
f emales. Such a thing as a complexion was Äcver bef ore heard of ; 
but now every f emale liad one ; and nothing would preserve it, or save 
her from convulsions, but a hut for its protection. And it was remark- 
able that the blacker the f emale the more sensitive she became on this 
subject, and the more imperatively necessary it was that she should be 
provided with shelter. And so, ere long, it came to pass that a hut 
ceased to be any distinction whatever, and that, when all the f emales 
got what they wanted, the chief value it was to have had in theii 
eyes was entirely gone, and it would only have been a mark of des- 
titution to be without one. The thing having become a necessity, and 
a matter of course, the males, to save trouble, made huts large enough 
for all their f emales ; and as time went on they plastered the twigs 
and leaves with clay. The males passed more and more time with 
their females in these she contrivances, and became themselves, of 
course, more and more effeminate. And thus it was that this new 
branch of our f amily became more and more a house-dwelling species. 

It is well known to you that some members of our kindred, although 
degenerate f amily, man, live upon the water, and go about upon it in 
a kind of cave with wings. Sueu folly is incomprehensible to a 
thorough-bred and high-toned gorilla, who is eminently conservative, 
and likes to stånd upon a solid f oundation ; and how any people who 
are in the slightest degree connected with us can seek, or endure, a 
life upon that shif ting and criiel element that is the proper habitation 
of fishes and crocodiles and hippopotamuses, we cannot surmise, or 
could not, were it not for our newly-acquired knowledge of the work- 
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ing of the principle of sexual selection, that great newly-f ound key to 
all the mysteries of lif e. 

The first sailors were not gorillas, or their pnny descendants, bnt 
squirrels ; and it was through the squirrel that the sailor element was 
transposed into man's nature. It happened many ages ago, at least as 
many ages as had passed since the occurrence of the events which I 
have narrated and explained, that a commnnity of the new species 
dwelt on the borders of a great lake. In search of f ood, or for other 
purposes, they often had need to go from one side of the lake to the 
other, and they were always obliged to go around, because they could 
not go across. It was too far to swim, and there was no other way. 
But one day a f emale, who had been obliged to carry her youngest 
child half around the shore and back again two or three times, saw a 
squirrel shoving a large piece of bark into the water. He had shaped 
the bark with his teeth, making the sides even, and the ends some- 
what pointed. It was about twice the length of his own body, and 
that was nearly the height of this f emale ; for squirrels were then not 
the puny things they are in these degenerate days. When he bad 
launched his bark, he got upon it, settled himself weU in the middle, 
and then suddenly raised his tail. The wind blew gently from shore, 
and wafted him out upon the water, and gradually across it, he act- 
ing as mast, sail, rudder, crew, and passenger ; and she saw him dis- 
appear, a bounding speck upon the opposite side. At first she wished 
that she, too, had a long, flat, bushy tail ; but the traditions of the 
dreadf ul tail-period of our common ancestors lingered with her f amily, 
and she shrank from the thought. Then she thought that two or 
three large palm-leave^ would do as well as the tail, or better. 

The next day she left her children in the hut, and, coming down to 
the lake, she shaped a piece of bark, and, taking her place upon it, 
hoisted two palm-leaves. The wind blew more brisMy on this day 
than on the other, and she was delighted at soon finding herself car- 
ried well out upon the lake. But as she went on, and the breeze 
f reshened, she was surprised to find that her bark wobbled unpleas- 
antly from side to side, and even from end to end. The shores of the 
lake seemed altemately to rise up into the heavens and to descend to 
the centre of the earth. She was pitched forward and pitched back- 
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ward. Ere long her surprise soon took the form of disgust, and the 
seat of the disgust soon shifted from her head to her stomach. The 
sensation was equally novel and awful. She f elt herself grow green 
about the mouth ; and, f emale altHough she was, she had no concem 
about this change in her appearance. Each hair on her head seemed 
to shrink from its neighbor. She broke into a cold sweat, Her limbs 
relaxed ; and the palm-leaves went overboard. She wished that she 
might die ; and suddenly shél^ught she was dying, for the hearty 
breakfast that she had eaten, to set her npfor her yoyage, was cast 
ont into the treacherous waters — an awful catastrophe I She gave her- 
self up for löst, and, without strength or will to cling to her bark, 
flung herself along it, and hoped that the end would soon come. It 
did come, but not as she expected that it would. Being no longer 
able to keep her balance, she leaned too much on one side, just as a 
large wave struck the bark upon the other, and she was upset into the 
water. The shock revived her, and, being not yet very far from land, 
she was just able to swim back to the shore whence she had started. 
Creeping up on the bank, she sat a while musing in the sun, and then 
went meekly home. 

Thinking över her adventure, she compared her perf ormance with 
that of the squirrel, and came to the condusion that her race needed 
the infusion of some new blood to fit them for the struggle for ex- 
istence upon the water-side, and — loathsome thought — upou the water. 
She threw herself in the way of the squirrel, and, being a f ascinating 
female, soon brought him to that state of mind in which he felt that 
he could not be happy without her, and of course that she could not 
be happy without him. Indeed, she avowed her admiration for him 
openly, but told him that his beauty had but one drawback — ^his tail. 
She could not endure a gentleman with a tail. This conf ession cast a 
gloom upon their intimacy ; for his tail was his pride. But she was 
inexorable, and one day he appeared tailless. After this she had two 
children, bom, like her others, tailless, but, unlike their elders, they 
showed an early inclination to sail chips in puddles ; and when they 
were well grown she took them down to the lake-side with her husband. 
They immediately f ashioned a piece of bark, boarded it, set up the 
palm-leaf sails, and flew across the water, untroubled by any of thoso 
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cli-eadf ul symptoms from whi ch slie had suffered. The liead of the f am- 
ily gazed with wonder, wliicli he loiidly expressed, that two of his cliil- 
dren should perform sucli an unprecedented f eat ; but she sat in silence, 
musing doubtless upon this new triumpli of the great principle of 
sexual selection, and thinking of herself as the mother of all them 
that go down to the sea in ships, and do their business upon the great 
waters. She had neyer mentioned her intimacy with the squuTel, and 
soon afterward picked a quarrel with him and cut his acquaintance 
as short as he had cut his tail. 

Benuded of their hair, deprived of their hind thumb, thinking 
*'therefore" and *' I am ashamed," provided "with huts for the land, 
and the ability, in at least one family, to manage a bark on the water, 
the new species of gorilla now differed so widely from our own that 
their degeneration became very rapid, and it required but a short 
period, only a f ew hundred thousand years more, to make them sink 
into the depth of manhood. 
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As time went by, however, there were other applications of the great 
prmciple discovered by the Darwin, wMcb have left some traces upon 
the development of the new species. How otherwise could there be 
such a multitude of inen who have really the habits and traits of 
other animals ? Asses, for instance : how many men are but asses, 
with the outside which they have inherited from their gorilla ances- 
tors — a kind of mixture of monkey and donkey which, I need not tell 
you, is never f ound in our branch of the f amily. The very ears have 
not quite disappeared ; for the Darwin himself says that some men 
can move their ears, and that length of the organ has only been dimin- 
ished somewhat and tumed down at the top. Does not man recognize 
this, and of ten call his fellow-man an ass? But who ever applied 
that term to a gorilla ? And was one of our race, I ask, ever designated 
as Old Hoss? But every man knows that some of his feUow-men 
are geese, and vultures, and sharks, and foxes, and jackals? Are 
there not pigeons among them ? Yes, Darwin, pigeons whbm they 
pluck remorselessly. And is not the plucker frequently a jail-bird ? 
Does not every countryman of the Darwin believe that there is a lion 
in his breast, the rousing of t^hich would be followed by consequences 
so dreadful, that of late years he allows him to sleep under the most 
irritating provocations ? And does not all this bear witness. to vari- 
ous and numberless applications of the principle of sexual selection 
during past ages ? Frankly, I cannot tell. It may be so, and it may 
not. The wisest gorilla knows so little that what we call knowledge 
is often merely the name we giveto ignorance. And — 



How much longer the speaker continued in this vein I cannot say. 
But as the audience began to stir uneasily, and many of those in the 
back rows went away, and even some of the more distinguished and 
seK-possessed of the f emales in the front got up, tumed their backs on 
the lecturer, and, followed by their attendant males, pushed their way 
out through the crowd, I was sure that the lecture was within a sen- 
tence or two of its end, and that if these persons had waited but a f ew 
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minutes they might have avoided slighting the speaker and disturb- 
ing their f ellow-hearers. 

At this stage of the reading, I, too, lef t the place suddenly, the 
leamed lecturer still speaking ; but my motive was of a very different 
kind. During the lecture I had noticed a large and portly middle- 
aged gorilla look at me from time to time, and with increasing f re- 
quency. Each time, too, the glance was kindlier, and at last was 
accompanied-by a nod, a beck, or a smile. What did this mean ? I 
doubted ; but for a moment. I considered the subject of the lecture, 
so stimulating to the f emale f ancy, the experiences of the sex related 
in it, so fitted to awaken the instinct of imitation in the f emale breast ; 
I thought of Darwin's book, which I had read before I started for 
Africa, and I remembered the dreadful words: ^^et dignoscébat in 
turla, et advocat voce, gestuqtce,^^ just, too, as this portly old person was 
döing. It was too plain : this middle-aged dame, entering into the 
spirit of the lecture, had selected me. And now, being one of 
those that rose, she approached me as rapidly as possible. The sweat 
started from everypore, and, with double hoiTor, I felt the hair on my 
body rise, reminding me, as it did so, of what likeness there was be- 
tween me and this inf atuated f emale. There was but one thing to 
do — ^to flee. 

I got out of the throng as quickly as I could, and, glancing över 
my shoulder, I saw that she was following. I plunged into" the 
forest, goaded by an indefinable terror. The thicket hampered me, 
but I pushed on ; twigs climg to me, thoms seized me ; I tore myself 
away ; but, ålas I I lef t my clothes. I was gradually stripped of my 
artificial covering, and revealed to my pursuer in that state of nature 
which bore yet further witness to our kindred. I tumed my head 
again ; she was gaining on me rapidly. The jungle that impeded and 
bewildered me, offered little or no restraint to her swift, practised 
steps. Observing this, I sought an open glade, which IL saw ahead of 
me, and took to that, hoping — as I was now weighted only by my re- 
volver, the leathem belt of which had resisted the laceration which had 
removed all my other covering — that on its even surf ace I might be at 
least the equal of my pursuer. In vain. Glancing backward as I ran, 
I saw her steadily approaching, and always nodding and beckon- 
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ing with wliat seemed to me a loathsome Jeer. At last she came so 
near that I heard her panting breath. In a moment she might clasp 
me in her arms. I took the alternative, and turned to fight. My re- 
volyer was a slight weapon against such a creature, but still it was 
one of the largest bore ; and, if it did not kUl or disable my pnrsuer, 
it would at least enrage, and I might thus hope that instead of being 
embraced I would be disembowelled. As I f aced her, she rose, and 
laying her hands upon her breast, bellowed out her admiration. I 
took steady aim across my left arm and fired. She sprang into the 
air, evidently hit, and as she came down I fired again, with like 
effect, and she fell to the gronnd. 

I gazed a moment at my prostrate and dying admirer ; and seeing 
that she was incapable of rising or doing me injury, I approached, 
with a ccrtain feeliag of pity and remorse, to look at her closely. 
And then I found that my terror, although justified, was entirely 
misplaced. I had mistaken the sex of my pm-suer : my enamored 
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f emale was a male— an enraged male, of course, and I was saved, 
not from mamage but from death. But no ; f aint, and dying fast, 
he tumed and held out his hand to me. * * Cousin, what made you run ? 
Why did you hurt me so ? " he said. I answered with a feeling of 
shame that I hope never to have again : ** Because I thought you were 
a lady that wanted to marry me." **0h, no," he said, with feeble 
and interrupted breath, **Ionly thought you looked something like 
a friend of ours wfao was here a f ew years ago ; and I wanted to take 
you to a place where there are some cocoa-nut trees and a fresh spring, 
and we'd talk this matter över. And let me teU you something," he 
said, drawing my ear down near his lips. *'Don't go on supposing 
that every f emale that may look at you pleasantly and seek your sod- 
ety has selected you. Eemember me kindly to Du Chaillu. Adieu !" 
He died ; and I walked slowly on, musing upon my adventure, a 
more modest, if not a wiser man, and did not quicken my pace until 
I remembered that I was char^ed with Livingstone's méssage to 
Murchison. 



THE Bl!n>. 
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